Welcome to Volume XV of the Berkeley Journal of African-American Law & Policy!
Often considered the first of the major milestones, the celebration of our fifteenth volume is significant in more ways than one. Traditionally represented by the crystal, our fifteenth volume symbolizes the strength, beauty, and endurance that is the Berkeley Journal of African-American Law & Policy ("BJALP" or the "Journal"). This milestone simultaneously represents our rich history since that hopeful group of students in 1992 and our undeniable future at the forefront of socio-legal scholarship for years to come. For over two decades, BJALP has promoted and inspired honest dialogue regarding issues impacting the African-American community and communities of color, in general. While we can appreciate that "the troubles [our founding members] faced as Boalt students and founding journal members are not precisely the same as those faced by today's students," 1 we understand that continued discourse highlighting our issues and those of the communities we speak for is inextricably linked to the durability of BJALP.
BJALP (formerly the African-American Law & Policy Report) was founded during challenging times for the African-American students at Boalt. "In the midst of battles over hate speech, student admissions, [and] faculty diversity," 2 the Journal provided an alternative forum to address legal and policy issues of concern to African-Americans. This note, however, is not intended to justify the need for a Black law journal in 1992, but to instead address why, as many members of the Boalt and outside community question, we must still exist in 2013. We offer you this simple explanation, until the conditions 3 for which BJALP was founded to speak to no longer exist, we will continue to "write on."
4 The celebration of Volume XV comes at a pivotal time. This past year alone, the African-American community was faced with voter dilution and suppression, the possible invalidation of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, the impact Fisher v. Texas may have on college admissions, and the racial implications of the Trayvonn Martin trial to name a few.
Fifteen volumes later and despite the continued salience and underreporting of these concerns, BJALP remains one of only a small handful of law journals designed to specifically address issues impacting the AfricanAmerican community and communities of color, in general. Until the problems affecting African-American communities are widely addressed, BJALP will BJALP has the unique capability to provide an important theoretical framework for identifying and applying diverse legal ideas and concepts to implement positive social change. It is our hope that the discussions taking place in this volume will only be the beginning of this much-needed discourse.
We would like to thank everyone that submitted a manuscript to BJALP this year, the inspiring authors who contributed to this volume, our faculty advisors, Kira Abrams and the Law Library, our remarkable Editorial Board and members, and especially our readers and subscribers. Your trust in us to be your vessel of change has not gone unappreciated. We thank you for your continued support in our endeavor to change the world. With much enthusiasm and pride, we present to you Volume XV.
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